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revived aad non-poer reviewed titles on our databases, The content serves educational needs of
the researchers around the world as well the soonomic interast of the US.

You are welcome to annouace your partnership with EBSCO on your website or in the front
matter of your journal as scon as you like
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Abstract

The study aims to identify virtual environments and their role in
exchanging knowledge. It is a field study at the Holy Qur’an University and
taseel of Science - 2023. The study problem was summarized in the main
question: What is the role of virtual environments in exchanging knowledge?
The study attempted to reach the results by answering sub-questions. The
following: What are the advantages of virtual environments in exchanging
knowledge?, What are the attitudes of faculty members at the Holy Quran
University and the rooting of science towards the use of virtual environments
in exchanging knowledge?, What are the obstacles of virtual environments in
exchanging knowledge? that are designed and distributed electronically; On
a random sample consisting of (100) members of the teaching staff at the
University of the Holy Quran and the Origination of Sciences; It constitutes
(35%) of the total study population; Which is (289) members, and to analyze
the data of the study, the Statistical Packages for Social Sciences (Spss)
program was used. The study reached the following results: The role of virtual
environments in knowledge exchange is achieved with a general average of
(3.504) and with a large estimate, and that the advantages of virtual
environments in knowledge exchange are achieved. With a general average
of (3.503) and with a high degree of appreciation, and that the attitudes of
faculty members at the Holy Quran University and the foundation of science
towards the use of virtual environments in the exchange of knowledge are
achieved with a general average of (3.567) and with a high degree of
appreciation, and that the obstacles of virtual environments in knowledge
exchange are achieved with a general average of (3.567) and with a degree
Much discretion. In light of the previous results, the study recommended
taking advantage of the knowledge provided by virtual environments in the
educational process, providing the requirements for virtual learning
environments in educational institutions, and training faculty members on

knowledge exchange tools through virtual environments.

Keywords: Internet, virtual education, social networking sites.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to answer a main question: What is the role
of zakat and zakat policy in treating the inflation? The descriptive approach
was followed in reviewing the nature of inflation in the Islamic economy, and
the role of zakat policies in controlling the market situation within a
jurisprudential framework supported by evidence from the Holy Qur’an and
Sunnah and the sayings of jurists about the importance of zakat to treat the
inflation. The research reached results, the most important of which are: Zakat
policies are comprehensive and integrated policies capable of meeting the
economy’s regulatory needs, and combating the economic problems, such as
inflation. The research also recommended for implementation of zakat policy
alongside economic policies, And the necessary preparation to lead to the
successful implementation of these policies on the ground.

Keywords: inflation, zakat policy
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Abstract

This study aimed to develop a proposed framework to activate research
partnerships between universities and productive institutions to diversify the
funding sources of Saudi universities. The study adopted the descriptive
survey method, targeting a study population consisting of academic and
administrative leaders of both genders from five Saudi universities (Umm Al-
Qura University, King Saud University, King Abdulaziz University, King
Faisal University), with a total of 629 participants. An electronic
questionnaire was sent to all members of the study population, and 249
responses were received. The study used a two-part questionnaire containing
54 items to assess respondents' opinions on the reality and requirements of
the research partnership. The results showed that the overall mean score for
the availability of research partnerships between universities and productive
institutions for diversifying funding sources was 2.90 out of 5.00, indicating
a moderate availability of research partnerships. The study made several
recommendations, most notably the adoption of the proposed framework for
research partnerships between universities and productive institutions, and
the provision of necessary requirements to establish and develop these
partnerships.

Keywords:
Research partnership, productive institutions, funding source diversification,
Saudi universities.
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Abstract:
The study aimed to reveal the relationship between social anxiety and social
skills among first-year university students. The study sample consisted of (50)

male and female students from the first year cincluding (25) male students
and (25) female students. To achieve the study objectives «the researcher used

the Social Anxiety Scale prepared by (Salwa Jamal) which includes (40)
paragraphs. The scale was prepared to include four dimensions in its

paragraphs «which are (confusion - feeling of shame - public anxiety -
shyness). The social skills scale was prepared by (Nady Nasr El-Din) and
includes (45) paragraphs «and includes a set of dimensions divided as follows:

(relationship between peers «self-management «academic skills <obedience «

assertiveness) «and the psychometric properties of the tools were verified «

and the results showed the absence of a relationship between social anxiety
and social skills for the sample cand the results also showed that there are no
statistically significant differences between males and females in the variables

(social anxiety and social skills) «and the results showed a low level of social

anxiety in the sample and a high level of social skills. In light of these results «

the researcher came up with some recommendations and suggestions for the
study.

Keywords: (social anxiety «relationship «social skills «students cnewcomers)
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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the impact of digital transformation and digital
technologies on digital human resource management practices. The study is
based on a main hypothesis: Digital transformation plays a major role in
influencing human resource management practices. The problem of the study
revolves around answering the central question: What is the impact of digital
transformation on human resource management practices?

The following sub-questions branch out from this main question: —

What are the requirements for digital transformation of human resource
management?

- What is the relationship between digital technologies and human resource
management?

- What is the impact of digital technologies on human resource management
practices?

The study adopted the descriptive analytical approach because it helps in
achieving the objectives and answering the study questions. The study was
divided into an introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion as follows:
The first chapter: The strategy for transformation to digital human resource
management.

The second chapter: The relationship between digital technologies and human
resource management practices.

The third chapter: The pros and cons of digitizing human resource
management.

The study reached several conclusions, namely: Digital transformation plays
a major role in influencing human resource management practices.
Keywords:

Digital transformation - Human resource management - Digital technologies.
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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the role of regional economic blocs in achieving
economic development. The problem of the study focused on answering the
following main question:

What is the role of regional economic blocs in achieving economic
development?

The following sub-questions branched out from this main question:
- What are economic blocs?

- What are the components of economic blocs?

- What are the effects resulting from them?

- What is their role in achieving economic blocs?

The study adopted the descriptive analytical approach because it helps in
achieving the objectives and answering the study questions.

The study was divided into an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion
as follows:

The first chapter: The nature of regional economic blocs, the second chapter:
The effects of economic blocs, the third chapter: Economic blocs and
achieving economic development. The study reached a conclusion that:
Regional economic blocs play an important role in achieving economic
development.

Keywords:
Economic blocs - Economic development — Globalization
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The degree to which physical education teachers use the
augmented reality method, and the obstacles to its use in teaching
mathematical skills to basic stage students in the schools of the
Tafila Directorate of Education.
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Abstract

This Study Aimed to Identify The Reality of Physical Education Teachers’
practice of modern teaching strategies in teaching basic stage students in
Tafila Governorate. To achieve the objectives of the study, a questionnaire
was developed by the researcher, and the implications of validity and
reliability were verified. The study was applied to male and female Tafila
education teachers, where the study sample amounted to (130). A male and
female teacher were chosen randomly by approximately 55% of the study
population. The researcher used the descriptive approach and the study
reached several results, the most notable of which are: The general average
level of use of the augmented reality method was average, and the general
average for the paragraphs on the obstacles to using the augmented reality
method in teaching mathematical skills to basic stage students was moderate.
The results also showed that there were no statistically significant differences
in the degree of use of the augmented reality method and the obstacles to its
use. It 1s recommended The study calls for the need to work on offering
training courses and professional development programs for physical
education teachers using augmented reality technology and how to employ it
in the educational process.

Keywords: Augmented Reality Method, Basic Stage, Physical Education
Teachers.
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Abstract

The study aimed to measure the impact of constant capital accumulation on
the gross domestic product in Jordan during the period 2000-2020 using the

multiple regression method.

The results of the study showed a significant effect of fixed capital
accumulation on the gross domestic product, as the value of the impact
factor was 0.987434, and the results of the study showed that changes in the

gross domestic product are due to fixed capital accumulation.

Through the results shown by the study, it recommended the need to focus
and pay attention to the fixed capital accumulation in Jordan by decision
makers as it affects the GDP, and to work on expanding investment spending
in Jordan as it has a positive impact on the GDP, overcoming obstacles to
investment and focusing on attracting Capital through activating investment
promotion programs, as investment has an important role in the accumulation

of fixed capital.
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Abstract

The study aims to measure the impact of tax revenues on GDP growth in
Jordan for the period (1992-2017). The methodologies adopted in this study
are mainly based on linear regression model, by using E-views program to
analys annual time series, In order to investigate the impact of these variables,
and noting that the independent income tax variable was excluded because of
high correlation with independent sales tax variable. The current study
employs Least squares method to test hypotheses. The empirical results show
that the most of the variables under investigation are non-stationary at their
levels, and they become stationary at their first differences therefore, The
Least squares method results indicates that there is statistical significance
effect of custom tax and Sales Tax on the growth of GDP, which the value of
Coefficient of determination (R?) 0.99, and Coefficient of customs tax (0.21),
and Coefficient of sales tax (0.37). The study recommended the need to
improve the level of tax services and focus on indirect taxes, especially
customs tax on imported goods that have an equivalent of local products.
Key word: tax revenues, income tax, Sales Tax, custom tax, Gross domestic
product (GDP)
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Tests of Normality
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Dependent Variable: LOG(GDP)

Method: Least Squares
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Prob. t-Statistic | Std. Error |Coefficient Variable
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Abdtruct:

This research addresses an important topic in the field of Islamic
jurisprudence and politics, specifically regarding the judge. The judiciary is a
significant and noble position, serving to enforce the rulings of Shariah in
actual cases. Through the judiciary, rights are protected, grievances are
addressed, corruption is fought against, society is stabilized, and
reconciliation is achieved among people. This is why the Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him, and the prophets before him, took it upon
themselves to establish a judiciary.

Due to the crucial nature of this position, scholars have emphasized certain
conditions that must be met by those assuming it. This is to ensure that the
rights of the subjects are not neglected, and security and safety prevail, along
with the establishment of justice, which is the foundation of stability and
tranquility. The jurists have stipulated conditions for those undertaking this
important responsibility, some of which are unanimously agreed upon, while
others are subject to differences of opinion.

In this study, I presented these conditions, starting with the agreed-upon ones
and then elaborating on three of the disputed conditions. I also presented the
opinions of scholars along with their evidence, as well as the arguments of
those who oppose these conditions. Finally, I engage in discussion and
provide a conclusion based on weighing the different perspectives.
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Abstract

The research dealt with a sale that is disputed among jurists, namely the sale
of ‘inah. It defined the sale in language and terminology; then the meaning of
‘inah in language dictionaries and books of jurists. Then this research covered
the issue of the sale of ‘inah, explaining and describing it. It mentioned the
most important forms of this sale, then presented the statements of jurists and
their disagreement on that. It also expanded the evidence for those who forbid
and permit this sale with the evidence and discussed it. The research ended
with stating the prevailing opinion on this sale. The conclusion came with the

most important results after studying this sale.

Keywords
Inah, usury, deferred sale, sale of ‘inah, forms of ‘inah
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Abstract:

"Drug trafficking poses a significant threat to global health, security, and

economies. This illicit trade involves the cultivation, manufacture,
distribution, and sale of controlled substances. The complexity of drug

trafficking networks requires a coordinated international response.

International conventions such as the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs,
1961, and the UN Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances, 1988, 1 have established a legal framework for
global drug control. These treaties outline obligations for member states,
including measures to prevent illicit drug production, trafficking, and

demand.

National laws complement international efforts by criminalizing drug
trafficking and establishing penalties for offenders. Countries like Iraq,
Egypt, and Jordan have enacted comprehensive legislation to address this
issue. However, the effectiveness of these laws varies depending on factors

such as law enforcement, corruption, and the availability of resources.

In conclusion, drug trafficking remains a pressing global issue. Despite
significant progress made through international cooperation and national
legislation, continued efforts are needed to address the evolving nature of this

transnational crime".
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Abstract

Purpose — Employees perform better when they enjoy their work. Building
on this premise the core aim of the current study is to investigate the
relationship between fun at work and employees taking charge behavior
through mediation of psychological empowerment and moderating role of
promotion focus.

Methods — Data for the current study is collected from employees of service
sector using lags approach. All in all, 375 useful responses are received and
used for analysis purposes.

Findings — Findings of the study reveal that fun at work positively influences
employees’ taking charge behavior while psychological empowerment
partially mediates the relationship. Additionally, promotion focus strengthens
the relationship between fun and taking charge behavior.
Contribution/Value — Building upon conservation of resources and
evolutionary emancipation perspectives, this study adds value to the existing
body of knowledge by hypothesizing and empirically evaluating an
unexplored relationship (fun and taking charge behavior) through a novel
explanatory mechanism of psychological empowerment and promotion
focus.

Keywords: Fun at work, Human Resource Management, Promotion focus,
Psychological empowerment, Taking charge.

Introduction

Increased competition and environmental dynamism demand higher levels of
organizational performance (Moon et al., 2008), which can be achieved
through proactive human resource (Islam et al., 2021; Kastelan Mrak &
Grudi¢ Kvasi¢, 2021). One of such a proactive behavior that has gained
researchers’ attention recently is taking charge behavior (Lyu et al., 2022;
Redhead et al., 2021), which is defined as the employees’ constructive and
voluntary efforts focused on functional change with respect to individual,
team and organizational working (Morrison and Phelps, 1999). It is a form of
behavior which is considered important as managers always need the
volunteer efforts of employees in foreknowing future needs, implementing
plans and achieving desired goals (McAllister et al., 2007; Morrison and
Phelps, 1999). 1t is also desired behavior because it increases employees’
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performance, promotes innovation, enhances adaptability of organizations
(Crant, 2000; Fuller et al., 2012; Parker and Collins, 2010), and offers
competitive advantage (Fuller & Marler, 2009; McAllister et al., 2007;
Morrison & Phelps, 1999; Parker & Collins, 2010). It is also considered
detrimental because it challenges the status quo and reduces the pace of work
(e.g. Bindl & Parker, 2011; Fuller et al., 2012; Grant and Ashford, 2008; Grant
et al., 2009), and leads to work-to-family conflicts (Cangiano et al., 2021).
Hence, studying what makes employees involved in such proactive behaviors
and how they consider its positive domain, instead of negative consequences,
is of theoretical as well as practical significance (Kim and Liu, 2017; Li et al.,
2019).

A profound look at literature highlights that employees’ taking charge is
influenced by numerous factors, where organizational and work-related
determinants are the most influential (Li et al., 2019). Out of these factors,
the working environment is believed to have significant impact on employees,
where workplace fun is its important element (Michel et al., 2019; Tews et
al., 2020). Workplace fun covers all social, interpersonal and task related
activities that are playful and humorous in nature and result in feelings of
enjoyment, pleasure and amusement (Fluegge-Woolf, 2008). It can offer
numerous positive outcomes, for instance, it offers learning opportunities
(Tews et al., 2017), increases trust between employees (Karl et al., 2005),
increases organization’s attraction to new applicants (Tews et al., 2012), job
satisfaction (Karl and Peluchette, 2006; Kim and Liu, 2017; Peluchette and
Karl, 2005), commitment (Kim and Liu, 2017), job embeddedness (Tews et
al., 2015) and performance of existing employees (Kim and Liu, 2017). Fun
also reduces negative workplace outcomes e.g. emotional exhaustion (Karl et
al., 2007) and turnover intentions (Karl et al., 2008; Tews et al., 2014).

The literature on outcomes of workplace fun focuses on its immediate effects
(in terms of emotions, attitudes, and behaviors), while ignoring the future
focused and change-oriented behaviors (like taking charge). Taking charge is
one of such future oriented behaviors that focuses on efforts to challenge
status quo, system improvements, and making changes while considering
future organizational needs (Morrison and Phelps, 1999). But the relationship
between fun and taking charge seems logical as work place factors are found
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to influence this behavior (Griffin et al., 2010; Li et al., 2019; Zhang et al.,
2020), and workplace fun is also such a manifestation. Against this backdrop,
the current study aims to investigate the relationship of fun at work and
employees’ taking charge behavior.

Another aspect that has not gained due attention of researchers is the
investigation of explanatory mechanisms between the workplace fun and
taking charge behavior. Past studies have highlighted the need for
investigation of various mechanisms between fun and outcomes. For
example, Tews et al. (2021) recommended investigation of mediators between
workplace fun and turnover relationship. Similarly, Tsaur et al. (2019)
recommended consideration of explanatory mechanisms between fun and
employees’ engagement. As the literature on the relationship of fun and taking
charge is scant, the study also contributes by proposing inclusion of
psychological empowerment as mediator. Empowerment is provision of
authority to act in a certain way to someone else, while psychological
empowerment is the state where employees believe that they can influence
the working of an organization (Saif and Saleh, 2013; Spreitzer, 2006). While
looking at its determinants it has been observed that being a psychological
state, which can be influenced by intuitive level workplace factors e.g. fun
(Plester and Hutchison, 2016). On the other hand, psychological empowered
employees put more efforts, energies and even go beyond their job, to achieve
organizational goals (e.g. Liu et al., 2021; Yagil and Oren, 2021), therefore its
role between fun and taking charge behavior seems organic (the second
objective of the study).

Furthermore, Tews et al., (2020) has highlighted that the outcomes of fun are
dissimilar as people may translate it in different ways, as the one who takes
fun positively may bring positive outcomes then their counter parts.
Therefore, this study proposes the boundary condition of promotion focus
which is a form of self-regulatory mindsets (Higgins, 1997, 1998) and a
process a process of aligning oneself with the organizational goals (Brockner
and Higgins, 2001; Wallace et al., 2016). It deals with the regulatory efforts
focused on needs, aspirations and hopes against something (Kark and Van
Dijk, 2007). The researcher proposes that one with promotion focus would
align with the environment (Li et al., 2019) and therefore the fun would foster
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positive outcomes (e.g. taking charge). Overall the current study proposes,
develops and empirically investigates a mechanism of workplace fun and
taking charge. Precisely, we conjecture the mediating role of psychological
empowerment and moderating role of promotion focus (See figure-1).

The current study contributes to the existing body of knowledge in many
ways. First, it proposes and investigate the effects of workplace fun on taking
charge behavior which has largely been ignored. Second, it proposes and
investigates the explanatory mechanisms of psychological empowerment and
regulatory focus. Using Conservation of resources perspective, this study
highlights that fun and regulatory focus work as a workplace resource and
influences employees’ outcomes. Third, the study is carried out on the sample
of employees from the service sector which is one of the flourishing sectors.
Such people centric sectors need employees who may work extra miles for
the organization (Tuan et al., 2019). Fourth, this study is useful for human
resource managers, as through inclusion of fun activities at workplace
employees may be motivated to work for the future. The following section
covers the hypotheses development followed by methodology, analysis and
conclusion.

Hypotheses Development

Fun at work and taking charge behavior

Workplace fun includes all activities that foster socialization and
interpersonal relations with the promotion of an environment of enjoyment,
amusement, friendliness, amity and kindness (Chaiburu and Harrison, 2008;
Ford et al., 2003; Karl et al., 2005). Such an environment is important for
customer focused firms where the employees have to deal with human
emotions on a regular basis (Chan and Mak, 2016). Fun also tend to create
positive employees states and behaviors e.g. satisfaction (Chan and Mak,
2016), commitment (Kim and Liu, 2017), trust in management (Chan and
Mak, 2016), embeddedness (Tews et al., 2015), attachment with the
organization (Becker and Tews, 2016), performance (Choi et al., 2013; Tews
et al., 2013) and career satisfaction (Islam and Ahmed, 2023). While looking
at the reality of fun it is observed to be a holistic approach of doing things and
includes three major activities i.e. fun activities, coworkers’ socialization and
support of management for fun (Tews et al., 2014).
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Taking charge behavior is a form of proactive behavior that focuses on
change, challenging status quo and adopting change for future needs of
organization (Lyu et al., 2022; Redhead et al., 2021).

A profound look at literature highlights that employees’ proactive behavior is
influenced by numerous factors, where organizational and work-related
determinants are the most influential (Li et al., 2019). Out of these factors,
the working environment is believed to have a significant impact on
employees, where workplace fun is its important element (Michel et al., 2019;
Tews et al., 2020), but there is absence of empirical evidence on the said
relationship.

This study proposes that fun and taking charge are positively related; because
fun and amusement (humor) at work can reduce the difference in employees’
status, foster socialization, cooperation and inclusion (Clouse and Spurgeon,
1995). Karl and Peluchette (2006) and Tremblay and Gibson (2016) also
highlighted that fun at work reduces the influence of negative states and
factors of work. Such workplace aspects influence overall psychological
safety of employees and in response they tend to adopt charge behavior (Zeng
et al., 2020), as in presence of various supportive organizational factors
employees tend to indulge in such behaviors more often (Liu et al., 2021).
The same can be assumed on the basis of COR (Hobfoll, 1989), which
proposes that humans tend to safeguard and preserve their resources while
provision of resources energies and improve the workplace outcomes. The
workplace fun is translated as a workplace resource and human resource tend
to offer positive outcomes like taking charge behavior. Based on the given
discussion the following assertion is made:

H1: Fun at work and taking charge behavior are positively related.

—

493

'



2024 s> (113) 59 obbuJ\,@,,erCLa)

Mediating role of psychological empowerment

Due to its broader nature of activities fun at work influences employees’
outcomes through various mechanisms (Becker and Tews, 2016). For
example, Tews et al. (2021) has recommended and investigation of mediators
between workplace fun and turnover relationship. Similarly, Tsaur et al.
(2019) proposed and considered the explanatory mechanisms between fun
and employees’ engagement. As the literature on the relationship of fun and
taking charge is scant, the study also contributes by proposing inclusion of
psychological empowerment as mediator. Psychological empowerment
(hereafter, PE) is a state where one psychologically perceives a presence of
empowerment by the organization (Spreitzer, 1995), and covers dimensions
of competence, impact, meanings and self-determination (Meyerson and
Kline, 2008).

The relationship between fun and psychological empowerment seems
organic, as the fun is considered as an endeavor of leadership and
management that aims to improve the working environment (Javed et al.,
2019; Shapiralishchinsky and Tsemach 2014; Valsania et al. 2016; Zaabi et
al. 2016), and 1is expected to influence employees’ psychological
empowerment. Recently Kenah et al., (2022) observed that socialization (one
dimension of fun) influences one’s level of comfort at work and attitude at
the workplace. Similarly, fun activities can create feelings of enthusiasm,
satisfaction and increased cohesiveness with an organization and its members
(Islam and Ahmed, 2023; Ford et al., 2004). Fun at the workplace can reduce
stress as enjoyment stimulates better feelings about the workplace (Sakr, et
al., 2019). Workplace events of fun (another dimension of fun) further
influence employees at psychological levels and they feel more pleasant and
affective relationships with their work, as they consider themselves capable
of doing their job in befitting manner (Ahmed, 2023; Airila et al., 2012; Islam
and Ahmed, 2023). Support for fun (an element of fun) is yet another enabler
as it can be considered as an external resource that meets one’s workplace
needs and fulfillment of such needs influences employees at psychological
level (Jaiswal and Dhar, 2016).

The study further asserts that fun at work can positively influence employees’
taking charge through psychological empowerment. Psychological
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empowerment covers the individual cognitions that foster one’s psychological
investment at work (Spreitzer, 2007). It asserts the control one has over the
work events expressed in the form of capabilities to mobilize cognitive,
motivational and other personal resources at work (Ozer and Bandura, 1990).
As the presence of fun influences employees’ cognition and improves their
psychosocial empowerment, employees in return tend to utilize their
resources to make significant changes to the work, job, and organization (Kim
et al., 2017). In the presence of support at work, as perceived in the presence
of fun, employees feel confident about their abilities and tend to put efforts
beyond their conventional roles (Koberg et al., 1999). One of such an
unconventional role is the propensity to take charge, which is a type of
discretionary behavior (Ahmed et al., 2023; Crant, 2000; Morrison & Phelps,
1999), and covers steps like improving working methods and challenging
status quo (Ahmed et al., 2023). Such a behavior also involves some forms of
risks and costs associated with that (Morrison and Phelps, 1999), as there may
arise antagonism and resistance for such actions and distortion of reputation
and personal image in case of failure to achieve the desired goals (Li et al.,
2018; Parker et al., 2010). According to Ahmed et al., (2021) such behaviors
can only be adopted by the employees who feel empowered due to a
supportive working environment. As the fun is considered a form of support
(due to high level of socialization, support for fun and fun activities), it is
expected to offer psychological empowerment and employees may charge for
future needs of the organizations (McAllister et al., 2007; Li et al., 2018; Raub
and Robert, 2010), as socialization can promote an environment of welfare
and trust (Li et al., 2018).

The relationship can be assumed using the assertions of Conservation of
Resources Theory (COR, Hobfoll, 1989), as fun can be viewed as a resource
provided by the organization which reduces the chances of stress rather than
increases the positive feelings (Hobfoll, 1989). Employees also tend to
translate fun as a resource offered by the organization and thus respond
positively by showing taking charge behavior. Based on the given theoretical
and empirical findings following mediation mechanism is assumed:

H2: Psychological empowerment mediates the relationship of fun and
employees’ taking charge behavior

—
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Moderating role of promotion focus

Promotion focus is an element of the self-regulation process of aligning goals
(Brockner and Higgins, 2001), self-regulation covers two mindsets i.e.
promotion and prevention focus (Higgins, 1997, 1998). Promotion focus
covers the efforts aimed at growth and developmental needs, while the
prevention focus aims to defend and safe-guard from negative happenings
(Higgins et al., 1997, 1998). We have taken the promotion focus perspective
of self-regulation as it is more relevant to fun due to focus on hopes,
aspirations and accomplishments (Kark and Van Dijk, 2007). Individuals with
promotion focus are more likely to be involved in change, creativity and
innovation (Cowden and Bendickson, 2018; Lanaj et al., 2012; Neubert et al.,
2008) and exhibit behavior that is exploratory and change-focused (Forster et
al., 2004). We considered promotion focus as the moderating variable
between fun and psychological empowerment. Fun at work (socialization, fun
activities and support for fun) influences the overall perceptions about work
settings and create a flourishing climate (Li et al., 2019). In response to such
support and environment at work, employees depict a high level of
enthusiasm and energy for work outcomes beyond one’s roles (Shin et al.,
2017). As the fun at work influences employees at psychological and
emotional level (Becker and Tews, 2016; Chan and Mak, 2016; Tews et al.,
2014) and fosters psychological empowerment, it is expected that the
outcomes would be different for individuals with different self-regulations.
For instance, when there is fun at work and individuals are promotion focused
(indulge in creativity and innovation) it is expected that such individuals
would indulge in more change-oriented actions and would even work beyond
their conventional roles (i.e. taking charge behavior). The same could be
assumed on the basis of COR (Hobfoll, 1989), as promotion focus (personal
resource) would tend to increase the outcome propensity of fun at work
(organizational resource) and employees would tend to unleash their energies
(taking charge). Thus, the following assertion is made:

H3: Promotion focus moderates the relationship between fun and taking
charge behavior such that the said relationship is stronger for individuals with
higher than low promotion focus.

—
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Research Methodology

Participants and methods

The data for the current study was collected from human resource of service
employees (retails, banking, call-centers and IT firms) located in a
metropolitan city. The human resource department/management of the 20
organizations were contacted before data collection and due permission was
taken, but HR/management of only 12 firms (3 retails stores, 2 banks, 3 call
centers and 4 IT firms) agreed to provide the list of employees and access to
them, which enabled researcher in creating a sampling frame for the study.
465 employees were randomly selected from the given population. It was
ensured that employees could understand the English language, thus we were
left with only 423 employees who could meet the criteria. We also confirmed
the sample size by using the sample-to-item ratio of 10:1 (Costello and
Osborne, 2005), which confirmed the adequacy of sample size. The
questionnaires were distributed to the employees randomly selected from the
list of employees.

The data was collected in three lags, with a one-month interval, where human
resource/employees responded for fun at work at time-1, psychological
empowerment and regulatory focus at time-2 and taking charge behavior at
time-3. This procedure is a commonly used and accepted way of reducing
chances of common method variance (Podsakoff et al., 2012). A team of
trained researchers was hired for the data collection process. Employees
working in organizations for at least one year were selected for the study
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purpose, as they were aware of the organization culture and could depict their
responsive behaviors (Islam et al., 2022). At time-1, 423 questionnaires were
distributed to employees where 411 completely filled responses were
received. At time-2, out of 411 employees 397 were on duty but only 391
useful responses were received. At time-3, only 389 employees were available
while only 375 completely filled responses were received. A check question
was added three times to ensure that the same employee has filled the
questionnaire. Majority of the employees were male (n=255, i.e. 68%), with
average age of 27.50 years, unmarried (n=274, i.e. 73%), with high school
certification (n=204, i.e. 54%) and work experience of less than five years
(n=287, 1.e. 77%). The sample was distributed almost equally between all
types of firms (21.87-29.06%) (see table-1).

Measurement

Each questionnaire comprised two common sections, where the first was a
check question and the items about the variable of the study. The demographic
profile was only asked at time-3 to fetch the recent information about the
respondents. The details of each measure are provided below:

Fun at work

Fun at work was operationalized using 16 items Tews et al. (2014) scale which
covered three dimensions: manager support for fun, coworker’s socialization
and fun activities. Manager support for fun was based on a six items scale
which included items like “my manager allows employees to have fun on the
job”. The reliability score for this measure was 0.89 showing high inter item
correlation value. Coworker’s support for fun comprised five items, like “my
coworkers and I socialize at work”. Six items scale of fun activities covered
items like “team building activities”, and “parties for work achievement”.
Five points scale was used to operationalize these measures from 1-never to
5- always or all the time.

Psychological empowerment

Spreitzer (1995) 12 items scale was used to measure psychological
empowerment. It’s a four-dimensional scale covering competence, impact,
meanings and self-determination dimensions. Employees reported their
psychological empowerment on a five points scale. The sample items covered
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“I have significant influence over what happens in my
organization/department”, “the work I do is very important to me”, “I have
significant autonomy in determining how I do my job” and “I am self-assured
about my capabilities to perform my work activities”.

Promotion focus

We measured promotion focus using the 9-item scale developed by Neubert
et al. (2008). Examples of items include “I focus on completing my work
tasks correctly to increase my job security” and “I frequently imagine how I
will achieve my hopes and aspirations” (a = 0.90).

Taking charge

The scale of taking charge consisted of 10 items developed by Morrison and
Phelps (1999), and covered items like “I often try to change how my job is
executed to be more effective”.

Table 1: Respondents profile

Category Frequency Percentage
Male 255 68.00
Gender Female 120 32.00
21-35 232 61.86
Age 36-50 102 27.20
>50 years 41 10.94
: Married 101 26.94
Marital Status Unmarried 274 73.06
School/College 204 54.40
Qualification certification
Bachelor degree 152 40.54
Master degree 19 5.06
Job experience <5 years 287 76.53
5—10 years 66 17.60
11— 15 years 22 5.87
Organization type  Retail 89 23.74
Banking 82 21.87
Call-centers 95 25.33
IT firms 109 29.06
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Findings

Preliminary data analysis

Before hypotheses testing, the data was analyzed for missing value, outliers
and normality. Using the guidelines of Sekaran (2003), nine responses were
removed from analysis due to 15% or more missing values. The outliers were
assessed through Mahalanobis Distance Test (p<0.001) (Kline, 2005), but
there were no outliers present in the data. Using the guidelines of Byrne
(2010), normality was assessed using Skewness and Kurtosis (standard values
of +1 and +3 respectively), and the data met the normality assumption.
Though the data was collected in three lags, the CMV was till confirmed using
the Harman’s single factor test, where the single factor accounted for 29.5%
variance (<50%) (Podsakoff et al., 2003), thus the issues of CMV was not
present. These preliminary tests helped us move further was confirmation
factor analysis and hypotheses testing.

Structural equation modelling (SEM)

The hypothesized relationships were tested using two stages SEM technique,
where at the first instance confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) was carried out
with aim to find the factor loadings and validity of measures. We used the
previously accepted threshold values for model fitness, for instance, Hair et
al. (2010) guidelines for factor loadings (>0.50), average variance extracted
(AVE >0.50) and composite reliability (CR>0.60). additionally, we used the
guidelines of Williams et al., (2015) for other indices, i.e. chi-square/df
(<0.30), CFI (>0.90), SRMR (<0.10) and RMSEA (<0.80). The measurement
model results showed acceptable model fitness values (y2 /df=2.27,
RMSEA=0.070, SRMR=0.068, CFI=0.92), CR (0.77-0.91), AVE (0.59—
0.73), all loading values exceeding the standard range (Table-2). The values
of AVE and CR further validated the measures. Furthermore, the measures
were found reliable as both Cronbach’s alpha values (given on diagonal lines)
and CR were above the threshold values.

Table-2 also covers the results of descriptive statistics and correlation
analysis. The correlation scores highlight that the fun at work (FW) was
positively related with psychological empowerment and taking charge
(r=0.43, p<0.001; r=0.36, p<0.05, respectively), while psychological
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empowerment was correlated with taking charge (r=0.29, p<0.05). The
further analysis was carried out using structural model in SEM.

Table 2: Descriptive Statistics, Correlation and & Confirmatory Factor
Analysis

Correlation Descriptiv Factor analysis
e
FwW PE RF TC Mean(SD) Loadin CR AV
g E
F 0.79 3.09 0.61- 08 0.59
4 (0.684) 0.79 3
PE 3.55 0.59- 08 0.68
0.43*  0.81
(0.743) 0.81 8
PF 2.89 0.63— 0.7 0.73
0.09 0.03* 0.89
(0.562) 0.90 9
TC 0.36* 0.29* 0.14 0.7 4.32 0.60- 08 0.71
* * * 2 (0.442) 0.88 1
Model Fitness Indices: y*/df=2.27; RMSEA=0.070; SRMR=0.068;
CFI1=0.92

Reliability values in diagonal line; *p<.001, **p<.05; FW=fun at work,
PE=psychological empowerment, RF=regulatory focus, TC=taking charge

Hypotheses testing results are shown in table-3, which covers the results of
5000 bootstraps to obtain lower- and upper-class boundaries with 95%
confidence interval. Table-2 shows that both H1 is supported, as fun at work
positively influences employees’ psychological empowerment (f = .43, p <
.001; B = .39, p < .001, respectively), and psychological empowerment
positively influences taking charge behavior (B = .29, p <.001). The findings
highlight that all the direct paths are significant. For the mediation analysis,
indirect paths were computed and the table shows that fun at work and taking
charge relationship through psychological empowerment (mediator) is also
significant (B = .13, p < .01), thus the mediation hypothesis (H2) is also
supported.

The results for moderation are also presented in table-3, where it is evident
that the interaction of fun at work and regulatory focus (moderator)
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significantly predicts the psychological empowerment (f = .23, p <.05). The
results highlight that regulatory focus is in action and employees’ promotion
focus works as a drive that influences the outcomes of workplace fun
positively. The interaction term (FW x PF) highlights that the inclusion of
conditional variable/moderator strengthens the positive relationship between
fun at work and psychological empowerment (H4), thus highlighting that
one’s personal dispositions help an individual in translating the fun and
defining its outcomes (see figure-2).

Table-3: Results of Hypotheses Testing

Relationships B SE t- Bootstraps @ p

value 95%

LLCI ULCI

FW > TC 0.39 0.034 12.03 0.652 0.924  0.000
FW - PE 0.43 0.098 4.39 0.409 0.851  0.000
PE > TC 0.29 0.067 4.32 0.562 0.928 0.000
PF = PE 0.09 0.074 1.22 0.430 0.815 0.000
Indirect effects
FW - PE - TC 0.13 0.054 241 0.527 0.998 0.001
Interactional
effects
FW x PF 0.23  0.098 2.37 0.742 0.998 0.024

U=upper limit, L=lower limit, CI=confidence interval, Bootstrap sample

size 5,000

FW= Fun at Work, PE=Psychological Empowerment, TC=Taking

charge, PF=Promotion Focus
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Figure-2: Slope of moderation

Discussion

Considering the value of proactive behaviors of human resource, the core aim
of the current study has been to investigate the impact of workplace fun in
predicting employees’ taking charge behavior (a form of proactive behavior).
Taking charge has been considered an important employees’ behavior because
it can offer competitive advantage (Full & Marler, 2009; Parker & Collins,
2010), but can be damaging as well because it can have detrimental effects on
employees’ family domain. It is therefore investigation of its determinants has
been called for investigation (e.g. Ahmed et al., 2023; Kim and Liu, 2017; LI
et al., 2019), which is answered by the current study. We assumed the role of
workplace fun (an important element of the working environment, Tews et
al., 2020) in predicting employees’ taking charge behavior through the
explanatory role of psychological empowerment. The study further values the
role of promotion focus as the boundary conditions between fun and its
outcomes (i.e. taking charge), which has also not gained due attention in the
literature.

In order to investigate the said relationships three hypotheses were
conjectured and the data was collected from employees of super stores. The
statistical analysis revealed that fun at work was positively associated with
employees taking charge behavior (H1). These results are in-line with the
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findings of past studies, where fun is expected to reduce employees’ stress
(Sakr et al., 2019), increased employees’ psychological state (Ahmed, 2023;
Airila et al., 2012; Jaiswal and Dhar, 2016), and foster enthusiasm and
cohesiveness (Ford et al., 2004). Employees’ psychological empowerment
further works as the explanatory mechanism or mediator between fun at work
and employees’ taking charge behavior (H2, supported). Here again results
support the hypotheses, theoretical assumptions (based on COR) and past
studies that observed that employees’ proactive behaviors are outcome
psychological and emotional aspects (e.g. Li et al., 2018; Raub and Robert,
2010), alignment with the organizational goals (Parker et al., 2010), and
resources provision (Kim et al., 2017). Though the relation has not gained
researchers’ attention, but the statistical results support the relevant literature.
For instance, Ozer and Bandura (1990) highlighted that psychological states
increase employees’ control over work and they tend to mobilize cognitive,
motivational and personal resources at work. Ahmed (2023) and Kim et al.,
(2017) had also identified that the fun tends to influence employees at
psychological level and they utilize their resources (psychological and
emotional) to job, work and organization. Ahmed et al., (2023) further
highlighted that employees’ feel empowered when they have support at work
(e.g. support for fun) and they tend to indulge in future focused change-
oriented behavior (i.e. taking charge).

Yet another important consideration was the promotion focus as the boundary
condition between fun at work and employees’ taking charge behavior (H3).
The findings of the study support that promotion focus strengthens the
relationship between fun and psychological empowerment. Past studies have
also asserted that the fun leads to hopes, aspirations and accomplishments
(Kark and Van Dijk, 2007), thus promotion perspective stands valid. The
findings also highlight that fun is translated as a supportive environment that
nurtures flourishing and inclusion (Islam and Ahmed, 2023; Li et al., 2019),
and in turn employees depict high level of enthusiasm and energy at work
(Shin et al., 2017). In wake of such an environment, employees would focus
on promotion (change and creativity) which is depicted in form of change-
oriented actions (i.e. taking charge).
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Though there was dearth of the empirical literature on the said relationship,
but the same was assumed on the basis of COR (Hobfoll, 1989). Employees
consider fun (activities, support and socialization) as the organizational
resource which increases the employees’ personal resources, they feel
positive about the work (Hobfoll, 1989), and thus psychological
empowerment comes into existence. In addition, promotion focus increases
the effects of fun because promotion focus, being the personal resource, adds
into the organizational resources to create synergy and offer better outcomes
in terms of change-oriented volunteer behaviors (here taking charge).
Theoretical implications

Our findings offer various theoretical implications. First, by adopting COR
(Hobfoll, 1989) the study proposed, developed and tested a conceptual model
on the relationship of fun and taking charge behavior based on calls of past
studies (e.g. Zhang et al., 2020). The results emphasized on the role of fun at
work in fostering employees’ taking charge behavior, thus the result broaden
the understandings of ways of improving employees’ discretionary behaviors
through fun. Accordingly, the findings provide a complete picture of ‘how
employees’ taking charge behavior can be fostered?’ or ‘how fun can lead to
employees’ taking charge behavior?’. Past literature has valued the role of
work environment (Michel et al., 2019; Tews et al., 2020), but how fun at
work (an element of working environment) influences employees’ taking
charge behavior has not gained due attention. The findings of the current
study offer a novel explanation that helps in predicting employees’
discretionary behaviors like taking charge. Second, the current study also
conceptually assumes and tests the mediating role of psychological
empowerment. Considering psychological empowerment as mediator does
not only provide a better understanding of the phenomenon but also reveals
the ‘black-box’ of the process through which fun can influence employees’
taking charge behavior. Literature linking fun at work and employees’ taking
charge behavior through the mediation of psychological empowerment is
scant.

Third, the current study reveals that the promotion focus is a possible
boundary condition between fun and employees’ taking charge behavior.
Specifically, we noticed that presence of promotion focus strengthens the
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relationship of fun and taking charge. Hence, the current study adds value in
literature by considering the promotion focus as moderator instead of a
predictor of various job outcomes. The findings also highlight that the
combination of fun (organizational factor) and promotion focus (individual
factor) improves the individual’s actions/behaviors, thus offers a blend of
variables that can be of greater value in literature.

Fourth, the current study fills that gaps as well as provides an empirical
evidence of a novel conceptual model to broaden the theoretical premise of
COR (Hobfoll, 1989). The findings reveal that fun improves psychological
empowerment of employees and they indulge in taking charge behavior,
while the promotion focus strengthens the relationship of fun and taking
charge. Fun is translated as a resource bestowed by the organization which
works in befitting manners when combines with the personal resource of
promotion focus (COR perspective).

Practical & Managerial implications

The findings of the current study are equally useful for the human resource
managers as it provides ways of improving employees’ charge behavior. First,
it highlights that the human resource department should make efforts to
improve the working environment. The findings reveal that human resource
managers can improve fun at work through various fun activities, support for
fun and employees’ socialization. If managers ensure provision of such an
environment employees’ propensity to take charge also increases. The human
resource department should also make efforts to nurture an environment
where supervisors provide support for fun and employees are encouraged and
even rewarded for their socialization efforts. Furthermore, fun activities
initiated by the employees should be encouraged and supported. The findings
are more valuable in the Eastern, power-distant and collectivist culture where
socialization can have organic growth and managers may also be more closely
involved in fun act. The human resource department should consider these
activities while appraising performance, designing training modules and even
planning rewards for their employees. The study also adds value, by focusing
on the mediating role of psychological empowerment which is an important
determinant of employees’ actions and behaviors. Finally, the study considers
the moderating role of promotion focus between fun and employees’ taking
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charge behavior. The results reveal that managers should also emphasize on
the personality of the employees as their personal dispositions have important
role while translating the organizational interventions and selecting responses
to those. The findings reveal that fun would be more productive and fruitful
when the employees would be more promotion focused. Therefore,
employees with such personal dispositions would adopt taking charge
behavior.

Limitations and future directions

In spite of a rigorous research endeavor, the study is prone to some
limitations. The foremost is the use of a cross-sectional lag approach. Though
the approach offers an adequate remedy for common method variance
(Podsakoft et al., 2012), the longitudinal study could offer better results in the
form of causality. Second, the study considered fun as a predictor of
employees’ taking charge behavior, while ignoring other work-related
outcomes. The study results are also based on the sample from service sector
only, while the findings may depend upon the type of organization or
industrial sector. Future studies could also consider some other explanatory
mechanism and boundary conditions. For instance, the dimensions of
psychological empowerment and their independent role in predicting
employees’ extra role behaviors, as according to Turnipseed and VandeWaa
(2020) various dimensions of empowerment and citizenship behavior relate
differently at various settings. Therefore, the future researchers should
consider the investigation of various dimensions of empowerment and its
relationship with outcomes. Furthermore, fun is itself a multidimensional
construct covering fun activities, support for fun and employees’
socialization. All these dimensions may have varying effects on psychological
empowerment, thus the future studies should consider this aspect. Fun may
not always be taken as a positive environmental aspect, and employees may
translate it differently therefore future studies should consider the experience
of fun as a boundary condition between fun at work and its outcomes.
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