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Pathway toward Comprehensive Empowerment of
Saudi Women
Abstract:

Women’s empowerment has developed through different historical
stages of the Saudi Kingdome. This study seeks to reveal the historical
development of empowerment resources, achievements, and agency as the
three dimensions of Women Empowerment Theory. This qualitative study
relied on the historical method and its sources from historical and social
studies to track the development of the concept of empowerment and the
social, political and economic factors that formed the empowerment of
women in each historical stage, and to identify the resources of women’s
empowerment and their efficiency on the ground at each stage, the study
also reviews the achievements of Saudi women’s empowerment throughout
the history of the Saudi state. The study determined the division of the
development of women’s empowerment into five stages: The first stage is
the family empowerment stage in the first half of the twentieth century,
where the empowerment resources are limited to the skills of domestic work
and participation in work related to the economic activity of the family and
the birth of males, and the achievements were limited to achieving social
status within the extended family and the local community. The second
stage represents the birth of community empowerment embodied in the
opening of girls' schools and work chances as teachers. The third stage
represents the conflict between the continuity of empowerment resources in
the fields of education and work, with social constraints on the efficiency of
these resources. The fourth stage, which begins in the year 2000 with the
Kingdom's approval of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, represents the association of global and
local efforts to empower women. As for the fourth stage, which begins with
the beginning of the reign of King Salman in 2015, it represents the
comprehensive empowerment of women within all fields, and attaining full
citizenship.

Key Words: Sociology of Women, Women Work, Women Education,
Women Driving, Guardianship law, Family law.
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