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Information awareness of university students in
searching for traditional and electronic information
sources in university libraries

Asst. Lecturer. Zainab Ali Mutlag

Middle Technical University/ Technical Institute / Balad
zainab.ali.2470@mtu.edu.iq

The Abstract:

The research aims to identify the level of information literacy possessed by
the students in the sample and the methods they follow in searching for
information that meets their research needs. It also examines the role played
by the instructors in promoting information literacy among students and the
information literacy skills of university students. The research adopted the
survey method to study the extent of students' information literacy, utilizing
a questionnaire for data collection. The questionnaire consisted of five main
axes, including several items, and was distributed to a sample of 80 students.

The research concluded with several findings, including:
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1. One of the primary reasons for students' need for information was

completing assignments assigned by instructors and working on
graduation projects. These two reasons were ranked as the most
important compared to other mentioned reasons.

2. The use of information sources by the students in the sample was

limited to electronic resources available on the internet, while
audiovisual materials received the lowest usage rate, which was
zero percent. Encyclopedias and the virtual library were also not
utilized by the sample, as electronic resources on the internet were
deemed the most effective in meeting their research and academic
needs.

The most significant recommendations made by the research were as follows:

1.

Organizing educational programs to highlight the importance of
information literacy and its impact on students' knowledge. This can
be achieved through training courses, discussion sessions, workshops,
seminars, and field visits to libraries.

Encouraging students to develop their information literacy skills,
acquire expertise, adopt knowledge acquisition methods, and use
information technologies to search for sources that meet their
academic study needs.
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